Senior Football Club Chairman’s report - 2025
I’m pleased to report that 2025 has been a steady and relatively successful year for Senior Football at the Old Wilsonians.  We achieved our key goals of maintaining a 7th XI for the season, bringing more juniors through into senior football and introducing more Wilsons schoolboys into the club, albeit not at the level we might have hoped for.
Highlights include cup glory for the 5th XI (with a team made up of pre-historic veterans and said Wilsons current schoolboys), the 1st XI took the Senior Div 3 title and Danny Mansfield’s 2nd XI had a solid first season with a squad made up largely of his junior team from the season prior.  Our Vets challenged well in their first season in the SAL Vets league and were cheated out of their own cup success by dodgy refereeing.  
We have started this season well across the club for the most part.  The big news in the world of amateur football is that the Southern Amateur League has merged with / absorbed the Amateur Football Combination to create the largest football league in Europe.  This has not been without its issues but the OW’s supported the decision to merge with a view to it reducing travel for away games as well as the overall quality of the league, for example by reducing the amount of unreliable ‘newer’ one team clubs coming into the league and folding within one season.   
Evidently the league merger doesn’t seem to have significantly reduced away game travel but it is hoped that this being a transitional season, leagues will find the right balance between quality and proximity going forwards.  One drawback was that despite the 1st XI achieving a much coveted promotion into the SAL Div 2 (a return to Div 1 being the obvious ultimate goal), the merger saw them remain in an expanded Div 3 however they are mounting an admirable attack on that league with excellent recent performances against both West Wickham 1st and 2nd XI’s, the former being a cup game obviously.  The resurgence of our 1st XI is down to a few factors; a fantastic group of senior players leading the side both on and off the pitch, ongoing fantastic training run by Danny Mansfield with help of the aforementioned senior group of players plus the addition of a handful of boys coming up through our junior section who have been blooded in the Kent Youth League
Challenges remain around the condition of the pitches on both Hayes and Hawes Down considering another exceptionally dry summer.  Measures have been introduced to improve the way this is managed, included a monthly inspection and agreement of treatment plans along with the Junior club, though there remains a shortfall in funding to ensure enough seed goes down at the right time between football and cricket which we are seeking to address collectively.  We are incredibly proud of our facilities and must ensure we take every measure required to protect them, including the need for a longer-term plan to provide year-round irrigation in a sustainable and affordable manner.
Financially Senior football is just about keeping its head above water, thanks to our Treasurer Stu Dunk and more recently Alex Forbes who has masterfully transitioned us onto Pitchero for annual subs and events.  Collection of match day fees are in order thanks to the ongoing efforts of our brilliant skippers.  Jamie Parkinson as club sec and Yuved as fixture and ref sec’s continue to be the real heroes of the club taking care of everything behind the scenes.  We’re also very happy with Sunny and the catering situation at the club and thanks as always to Jasper and his team for making the clubhouse the envy of the amateur sporting world!

 
